

BUSA Game Formats and House Rules 2015


*denotes recent modification


U-6
- 4 versus 4 (no goal keepers)  Ball size number 3
- 4-8 minute quarters
- Substitution done at quarters but will be allowed during play to tend to player needs,         eye shoes, crying etc.

-Throw in done by referee rolling ball back onto field.

-1 coach per team will be on the field to help direct play.

- No Goalies or defense players acting as a goalie.  Players can be in defensive half but not playing deep defense as a goalie would. (Intent is for high scoring games and maximum player involvement).

*Half court press from endlines.  Endline restart is always a goal kick from anywhere in the goal arc.  Opposing players must retreat back to their defending half of the field until the ball is played. “Dribble in” is allowed for goal kick re-start. 

*Referees will “even out” lopsided games using their best judgment.  They may roll the ball to less aggressive players or in favor of a team that is less dominant.  


U-8
 - 6 versus 6 (no goal keepers)
*Ball size: number 4
- 4-10 Minute quarters
- Substitution done at quarters or upon coach request during injury or other stoppage
- No Goalies or defense players acting as a goalie.  Players can be in defensive half but not playing deep defense as a goalie would. (intent is for high scoring games and maximum player involvement).

-Throw in done by players but referees will not call infraction unless egregious (1 handed or underhand) to keep play flowing; Infraction will be a re-do.

- Start of game, halves and after each goal scored is a kick-off. 5 yard stand off on restarts
- no penalty kicks; all kicks indirect with opposing players 
- Goal kicks taken from goal arc. Corner kicks taken from corner arc.
- No card violations will be issued to U8 players however referees have the authority to issue a short “time-out” for any player that poses a safety risk to other players.  Game ejections can be issued by referee if extreme but team will not play shorthanded like a red card; coaches should correct unacceptable play/behavior before referee has to. 
*Referees are instructed to “even out” lopsided games using their best judgment.  This may be asking a coach to give a dominating player a water break or to implement a half court press rule on goal kicks.  


* U6/U8 Sliding. Players are not allowed to intentionally slide on the ground for any reason. A free kick can be issued to opposing team.
(unintentional sliding occurs often at this age and is not a violation)
* U6/U8 Mercy rule.  If a team is winning by 5 or more goals the winning coach should discreetly initiate measures to result in a more even outcome.  Possible measures can be playing with less players on the field, allowing the opposing team to add a player (must inform referee first) or enforcing a longer stand off for restarts for players.  


U-10
-7 versus 7 (6 field players + 1 goalkeeper)
- Ball Size number 4
- 4- 12 minute quarters (quarter break is maximum 2 minutes) 1st and 3d quarters will be called during stoppage of play and restarted where it left off (throw-in, goal kick etc.)
Substitution during quarters; stoppage of play substitution allowed by exception.

-Throw in done by player

- Offside rules in effect. Liberally applied according to referee’s judgment.

- 8 yard stand off from ball during restarts; Penalty Kicks in accordance with FIFA.

- Corner kicks and goal kicks according to FIFA
- Yellow and Red cards can be issued to players, coaches and spectators.  
- Unsportsmanlike behavior will be called aggressively. Arguing with referee, intentionally stalling, not granting restart standoff or taunting opponents can be immediate yellow cards. Spitting, swearing, or other egregious action warrant issuance of a red card. 


U-13
- 8 versus 8 (7 field players + 1 goalkeeper)
- Ball size: Number 5
- 2-25 Minute halves (quarters may be requested by coaches or directed by BUSA during high temperatures)  Substitution during stoppage of play.

- Throw in done by player

- Offside rules in effect. 
- Restarts according to FIFA; opposing players 10 yards from ball.

- Unsportsmanlike behavior will be called aggressively. Arguing with referee, intentionally stalling, not granting restart standoff or taunting opponents can be immediate yellow cards. Spitting, swearing, or other egregious action warrant issuance of a red card.



U-15/16
- 9 versus 9 (7 field players + 1 goalkeeper)
- Ball size number 5
- 2-30 Minute halves; Substitution during stoppage of play.

- restart FIFA opposing players 10 yards from ball.

- Unsportsmanlike behavior will be called aggressively. Arguing with referee, intentionally stalling, not granting restart standoff or taunting opponents can be immediate yellow cards. Spitting, swearing, or other egregious action warrant issuance of a red card.

* Sliding.  Sliding on the ground to block/stop/redirect a ball is allowed however sliding into or in front of an opponent (slide tackle) is not allowed; indirect free kick violation.  

* U10-U16 Mercy rule.  If a team is winning by 5 or more goals the winning coach should discreetly initiate measures to result in a more even outcome.  Possible measures can be playing with less players on the field, allowing the opposing team to add a player (except in 11v11 format) or enforcing an internal “left foot only” or “3 pass rule”.  
